Sarah Gibson

May 15, 2007


Creative Portion

Benjamin Franklin (Frank) Norris was apart of the Naturalist movement. This genre indicates that the work of a naturalist should support an analysis of reality such as, heredity, the environment, science, and/or a physical drive. The topics of the literature should have factual evidence stating that the action or event taking place is real, rarely will you ever discover symbolism or nonfiction stories. The main idea of naturalism in literature is to relate scientific evidence of objectivity to the study of human beings. This means that human beings, as well as plants and animals, can be studied by analyzing the surrounding they live in. In each novel tensions between characters seems to result from a significant form of the environment controlling the conditions or mood of the characters. Characters are frequently ill-educated or lower class people whose lives are ruled by the forces of heredity, instinct, and passion. Their execution of free will is constricted by means of forces beyond their control. This strongly supports Darwinism, which plays a key role in the formation of a naturalist writer. 

Social Darwinism relates to the theory in which the strongest or most fit should survive and flourish in society, while the weak and unfit should be allowed to die. This allowed difference between characters. The strong characters in the stories would have distinct figures of a fir person. For example, the strong man in the story may be described as a tall man, weighing two hundred to two hundred and fifty pounds all of it pure muscle. He also would fit the description of wealth. This character will have the materialistic things, the nice car, or the huge house, he may also be an owner of a big business. This aspect of Social Darwinism also supports the theory of criminology. 

Naturalist writers also refer to Criminology to help them create characters. This style of writing supports the idea that the criminals are not developed to the same biological level as normal people. In other words the criminal, or the bad man in the story, will have distinctive characteristics of a criminal.  Not only metal characteristics, but physical characteristics too. Each criminal would be described as having un-normal features. One may have a huge nose that makes his face look mean, the other may be built like a tough man, but have the lower class structure of living.  
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